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REVIEWS. 


This edition shows the same painstaking accuracy, extensive reading, 
and satisfactory treatment of the various topics ; naturally with greater 
stress being placed upon the vegetable materia medica, although the 
inorganic and synthetic compounds are by no means neglected. AYe 
are still of the opinion that the pharmaceutical, rather than the medical, 
student will find it better adapted to'his requirements. The latter will 
probably devote less time to the substance and more to what it will do 
and for what it is used. The work has occupied the leading place 
which we predicted for it, and this edition makes it still more worthy 
of its prominent position. R. "\\ r . AY. 


Ax Americas Text-book of Physiology. Edited by William H. 

HOWELL, Ph.D., M.D., Professor of Physiology in Johns Hopkins Uni¬ 
versity. Two volumes, royal octavo, of nearly COO pages each, fully illus¬ 
trated. Philadelphia and London: AY. B. Saunders & Co., 1900. 

The science of physiology changes so rapidly and new ideas and 
theories displace old and accepted ones with such swiftness that new 
editions of a text-book on the subject are frequently necessary in order 
to keep pace with the general advance. The first edition of the Amer¬ 
ican Text-book of Physiology at the time of its publication represented 
the very latest phase of the subject; but in the comparative!}' short 
time since it appeared, owing to the rapid advance in this as in allied 
branches of medical scieuce, as well as to the exhaustion of the first 
edition, the second has become necessary, and is now given to the pro¬ 
fession, embodying the latest ideas on the subject. A critical review of 
the Text-book as a whole is hardly necessary, as it is known to the 
student and practitioner as a standard work by the most eminent men 
in this branch in the country, and the present edition is a worthy suc¬ 
cessor of the preceding one. ^ AA'ritten by a number of men, most of 
them professors of physiology in the leading medical schools of America, 
each of whom has contributed special chapters on the subjects they 
are most fitted to write upon and expound, the work has an authority 
and a breadth that are seldom attained by a one-man book, and, though 
many of the papers slightly overlap each other in their scope, the whole 
result is remarkably harmonious. Many parts of the second edition 
have been rewritten, with numerous excellent illustrations, notably the 
chapter on the Central Nervous System, which has been much extended 
and brought thoroughly up to date, while the section on Physical Chem¬ 
istry is a very valuable and ably written addition that will prove of 
great help to the student of physiology, as the subject has come into a 
great deal of prominence lately. In the other sections many old theories 
have been discarded where they have been shown to be wrong, their 
places being taken by the latest discoveries and the subjects treated 
from the newer points of view'. Throughout the book references are 
given in numbers, forming quite a complete bibliography in most sec¬ 
tions, though in others they are not so frequent. Owing to the rather 
unwieldy size of the first edition, the present one has been brought 
out in two volumes, each of a very convenient size, of about six hundred 
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pages each. There have also been some slight changes in the order of 
subjects, necessitated by the division of the work, though the general 
arrangement is the same as before. A table of contents in each volume 
and a revised and enlarged index are a very considerable aid in tracing 
out any desired subject. The whole work is excellently written and 
well fulfils its mission-—that of a standard American text-book. 

g.'m. c. 


Physiology : A Manual fob Students and Pbactitionebs. By 
Howard D. Collins, M.D., Assistant to the Attending Surgeon of the 
Roosevelt Hospital; Assistant Demonstrator of Anatomy, College of 
Physicians and Surgeons (Columbia University), New York; and Wil¬ 
liam H. Rockwell, Jr., M.D., Assistant Demonstrator of Anatomv. 
College of Physicians and Surgeons (Columbia University), New York; 
Member of Association of American Anatomists. Pp. viii., 323. Phila¬ 
delphia and New York: Lea Brothers & Co. 

To write a manual is by no means an easy task, for it necessitates a 
thorough knowledge of the subject, a fine discrimination of the relative 
importance of topics, and an accurate judgment of the value of recent 
additions to special knowledge. Finally, the language should be terse 
j e statements without ambiguity. When the authors have reached 
this degree of excellence a manual is useful in two ways : for the student 
who from it may acquire the essential facts as a basis upon which to 
rear a more elaborate structure from reading or lectures, and for the 
practitioner who wishes to systematically refresh his memory and know 
the modern phases or. old questions. In both form and substance we 
tind much upon which to congratulate the student. Inasmuch as 
modern therapeutics is based upon accurate physiological knowledge 
•?i g S J practitioner will find satisfaction in perusing its pages. He 
will find explanations of well-known clinical facts and for himself draw 
conclusions of value. For instance, a reading of the “ time of the 
cardiac cycle ”_(p. 62) gives ready suggestion of the speed of tiring of 
the rapidly acting heart. Or if “ localization of brain function ’’ has 
become a mere shadow on pp. 199 et seq., he will find a forceful, if brief, 
presentation. Or if embryology has survived as part of a dry intro¬ 
duction to text books in obstetrics, pp. 266 et seq., will come as decidedly 
simple and fairly complete view of the subject. The neuron is dis- 
nnssed rather briefly (p. 165), but possibly the authors think that 
enough has been written from other stand-points. We have indicated 
briefly how this book can be useful, and in so doing have shown our 
appreciation of the very excellent work of the authors. The way of 
the student has been made easier; let us hope that he learns his lessons 
more thoroughly. R W W 



